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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 

566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 

 

 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, MARCH 25, 2013 

 

Present:   Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 
    Joseph F. Sheehan, Vice-Chairman 
    Paul J. Donohue 
    Alfred P. Porro 
    Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 
    Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst. 
 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. 
Paciorkowski, Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
 
MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL – 100 Morse Street, Parking Lot Modification 

 

Present:  Don Myers, Norwood Engineering  
   Doug Sanford, Architect 
   Suzanne, property manager 
 
Mr. Myers explained that they would like to build a 20’ X 22’ addition adjacent to the 
existing west entrance at 100 Morse Street. This addition will create a new entry, a new 
elevator and a new stairwell. In addition, the applicant proposes to add a total of 12 new 
parking spaces including 4 new handicapped parking spaces.   
 
Mr. .Myers said that there was a Department Review Meeting and the changes that were 
suggested at that meeting have been incorporated into the new plans submitted tonight.  
 
Ms. Holmwood noted that there is plenty of parking in the rear of the building, why is 
there a need for parking in the front. Mr. Sanford said that there are tenants in the front of 
the building and they have no parking. Mr. Sanford stated that they are trying to be more 
accommodating by adding handicapped parking spaces on the side along with more in the 
front. Ms. Holmwood wanted to know if the building was handicapped accessible now. 
Mr. Sanford answered that yes, there is a handicapped entrance in the front which will 
stay. They would like to add an additional access.  
 
Mr. Sheehan wanted to know if there was a day surgery located in the building. Suzanne 
said there were two offices in the building that do day surgery and they are located in the 
front. Mr. Sheehan wanted to know if the direction and circulation of traffic entering and 
leaving the site would stay the same. The answer was yes.  
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Mr. Donohue asked about the drainage. Mr. Myers stated that the proposed stormwater 
management system includes design elements to provide treatment and infiltration of the 
proposed rainfall runoff.  
 
Mr. Porro wanted to make sure that they repair the steps in the front and asked about 
landscaping.  
 
Ms. Holmwood wanted to know what the square footage of black top they are putting in. 
Ms. Holmwood was concerned with taking away the green space and asked why they 
were transplanting and not putting in new shrubs.  Mr. Myers said that some mature 
landscaping was being transplanted to bring the site up to zoning requirements. Mr. 
Myers went over the landscaping plan. Ms. Holmwood did not approve of taking away 
the green space when the building is located so close to the street. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and accept the Major Site Plan Approval for 
100 Morse Street, Parking lot modification, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE  4-1  (Ms. Holmwood against) 

 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 

ZONING AMENDMENTS 

 

Medical Marijuana Amendment:   

 
Mr. Paciorkowski went over the three options for the medical marijuana amendment, (i.e. 
Highway Business District; Medical Overlay District; Medial Marijuana Moratorium). 
The first option – Highway Business District – has already been submitted to the Board 
of Selectmen. The second option – Medical Overlay District – would allow use only at 
the Norwood Hospital and Guild Medical Building properties. The third option – Medical 
Marijuana Moratorium – comes from a request by the Board of Health, the Selectmen, 
Planning Board and Police Chief.  
 

Mr. Paciorkowski noted that the Attorney General has already ruled in favor of 
Burlington’s moratorium and Walpole and Sharon are also seeking moratoriums.  
 
Ms. Holmwood said that only 56% of Norwood voters were in favor of medical 
marijuana. Ms. Holmwood feels we are only prolonging the inevitable, why wait a year. 
Discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to rescind the article that was sent to the Board of 
Selectmen for Medical Marijuana in the Highway Business District, seconded by Mr. 
Donohue 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
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MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and recommend to the Board of Selectmen 
the Medical Marijuana Moratorium as presented tonight, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

Vanderbilt Zoning Amendments 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski went over the Flex Space Zoning and Definition. Mr. Paciorkowski 
noted that the existing language in the Zoning Bylaw does not allow retail as a principal 
use by right in Limited Manufacturing District, a special permit is required and that 
would not change. Accessory retail is allowed by right if the retail use is secondary to the 
principal use. This is a good provision in that it allows a small amount of retail in 
connection with the principal use of manufacturing or storage.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski talked about Scientific Research noting that the amendment changes 
the existing requirement for a special permit to a by right “yes”. 
 
The Board also looked at the definitions for Light Manufacturing, which contains a 
provision that allows manufacturing and packaging of food products. This will be 
changed to require a special permit for this type of use in the Light Manufacturing 
District.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and recommend to the Board of Selectmen 
the proposed Vanderbilt Amendments as presented tonight, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

NORWOOD HOSPITAL MAJOR PROJECT SPECIAL PERMIT 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that there was a letter in the Planning Board packet from Phil 
Riley, Acting Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals that contained a couple of 
process questions on this project. Town Counsel will clarify who does what on this 
project. 
The Planning Board will have a public hearing on the hospital on April 8, 2013. 
 
 
REQUEST FOR BOND RELEASE – Wilson Street Subdivision 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski noted that Jack Roche, developer of Wilson Street, has requested a 
bond release and Mr. Costello will be asking for letters from abutters and a 
recommendation from Mr. Ryan, Town Engineer.  
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NORWOOD HOUSING PRODUCTION PLAN 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski told the Planning Board that the Town has received a $15,000 donation 
from the Campanelli Company to prepare a housing production plan. Mr. Costello will 
conduct interviews and form a working committee to meet regularly with the selected 
consultant. Mr. Costello would like a Planning Board member to be part of this 
committee.  
 
Ms. Holmwood wanted to know if anyone felt that this was a conflict of interest. Mr. 
Porro said that under Chapter 44, Section 53A, Campanelli can donate the money to the 
Town and the Town can then prepare the plan; it’s perfectly legal.  
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Porro 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 
 

 
  
 

 


